M. Dan H Wakl end

Chief, Pipeline Safety Wilities D vision
Arizona Cor poration Conmm ssi on

1200 W Washi ngton Street

Phoeni x, AZ 85007

Dear M. Weakl end:

Thank you for your letter of June 5, 1992, suggesting regul atory
actions to inprove operator's corrosion control prograns.
Specifically, you suggested we drop the generic specification
approach found in Appendix D of Part 192, and adopt instead a
systemspecific approach. Under this alternative, operators would
(1) include corrosion control criteria and procedures in their
operating and naintenance plans, and (2) determne the cause of
each corrosion | eak and take corrective action.

Because corrosion continues to be a major cause of pipeline
accidents, we support your desire to see that operators do as mnuch
as possible to correct the problem W are concerned, though, that
del eting Appendix D, as suggested, would not solve the problem

Corrosion control is a conplex science, the principles of which do
not vary fromsystemto system So we see no good reason to allow

variations in control criteria. |In fact, lack of uniformcriteria
has been a problem in enforcing corrosion control under Part 195,
which specifies no corrosion control «criteria. Non- uni f orm

criteria under Part 192 could further increase the enforcenent
workload by requiring inspectors to verify the legitimcy of
criteria operators put in their plans.

The Appendix D criteria were based on the National Association of

Corrosion Engineers (NACE) Standard RP-01-69. NACE recently
revised this standard, and we expect it wll petition us to adopt
the revised version. The pipeline industry's use of this new

st andard shoul d assure consi stent and correct corrosion control.

As for procedures and |eak investigations, these topic are already

regul at ed. Section 192.453 requires gas operators to follow
procedures in applying corrosion control. Simlar requirenents are
in ?193.2625 and ?7195.402(c)(3). Determning the cause of

corrosion |leaks is covered by ??7192.617, 193.2515, and 195.402(c).

W agree that operators wth numerous corrosion |eaks should be
asked to explain their actions or lack of action, but the rules
needed to require operators to take proper corrective actions are
already in the regul ations.
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I f you have any further concern, please call Jim Thomas, D rector,
Sout hWst Regi on at (703) 750-1746.

Si ncerely,
/ si gned/

Cesar De Leon, Director
Ofice of Pipeline Safety
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