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API Seeking Participants to Create Pipeline Integrity Standard



WASHINGTON, February 15—The American Petroleum Institute is establishing a working group of technical experts to coordinate with the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Office of Pipeline Safety (OPS) for the development of an American National Standards Institute (ANSI) pipeline integrity program standard.  The new standard would define the requirements of a pipe integrity program that can affect high consequence areas (those with high population density or which are unusually sensitive to environmental damage).



Development of this key consensus standard is an opportunity for technical experts such as pipeline engineers, environmental engineers, pipeline regulators, public safety professionals, community relations professionals and representatives of public interest organizations to contribute to pipeline safety.



The OPS requested comments in October 1999 concerning the need for additional safety and environmental regulations for hazardous liquid pipelines in high consequence areas.  OPS conducted a public meeting to determine the extent to which operators now have integrity management programs and whether such programs should be required in high consequence areas.  On behalf of the petroleum pipeline industry, API recommended a consensus standard be developed for pipeline system integrity in high consequence areas under ANSI consensus procedures.  The Office of Pipeline Safety agreed and is encouraging API to establish a broad-based technical working group.  API is filing a notice of project initiation with ANSI.



API also is providing public notice of this standards development effort through this public release to the news media and by requesting OPS post this release on its web site.  Qualified participants are invited to contact Andrea Johnson, American Petroleum Institute, Standards Associate, at (202) 682-8107 or via e-mail at johnsona@api.org.  API also invites public comment submissions to API on this project.  Work on drafting API Standard 1160, High Consequence Area Pipe Integrity (working title) will be reviewed in a series of open meetings.  Interested parties are invited to participate in this process.  All interested parties should submit comments or questions, referencing API Standard 1160, High Consequence Area Pipe Integrity, to Andrea Johnson via e-mail at johnsona@api.org.
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