NOTI CE OF AMENDMENT

CERTI FI ED - RETURN RECEI PT REQUESTED

August 26, 1999

M. Gary Wal ker
Vice President - Operations & Technical Services
Paci fic Gas Transm ssi on Conpany
2100 SWRi ver Parkway
Portl and, OR 97201
CPF No. 57101-M
Dear M. Wal ker:

On June 24-28, 1996, a representative of the Western Region, Ofice
of Pipeline Safety, pursuant to Chapter 601 of 49 United States Code,
conducted an onsite pipeline safety inspection of Pacific Gas
Transm ssion Conpany’s (PGI) Idaho facilities in Spokane, WA

As a result, fromthe review of your operating and mai nt enance
manual , the requirenments for which are set forth in Section 49 CFR
8192. 605, the follow ng i nadequate procedures were noted:

1. 8192. 605 Each operator shall include the following in its
operating and mai ntenance pl an:
(b) Muai ntenance and normal operations. The manual required by
paragraph(a) of this section nmust include procedures for the
followng, if applicable, to provide safety during nmai ntenance
and operations;
(1) Operating, maintaining, and repairing the pipeline in
accordance wth each of the requirenents of this subpart and
subpart Mof this part.

(a) 8192. 619 Maxi mum al | owabl e operating pressure: Steel or
pl astic pipelines.

At the tinme of the inspection, PGI's general procedures were
i nadequate in that they did not include specific detailed
procedures addressing the requirenents of 8192.619.
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(b)§ 192.706 Transm ssion lines: Leakage surveys.

(a) Each operator of a transm ssion line shall provide for
periodi c | eakage surveys of the line in its operating and
mai nt enance pl an.

At the tinme of the inspection, PGI's general |eak survey
procedures were inadequate in that they did not include specific
detail procedures for each type of |eak detection equi pnent

enpl oyed. The procedure did not distinguish between the use of
a Flane lonization or a Conbustible Gas indicator. An adequate
procedure woul d be detailed enough to indicate the limtations
concerning each piece of equipnent, e.g., a flane ionization
unit may only be utilized when wind velocity is calmto a few
m | es per hour, bar hole information, etc. (the exact
[imtations should be obtained fromthe manufacturer

speci fications).

(c)8192.463 (a) External corrosion control: Cathodic protection
(a) Each cathodic protection systemrequired by this subpart
must provide a level of cathodic protection that conplies with
one or nore of the applicable criteria contained in Appendix D
of this part. |If none of these criteria is applicable, the

cat hodi c protection system nust provide a |l evel of cathodic
protection at |east equal to that provided by conpliance with
one or nore of these criteria.

At the tinme of the inspection, PGI’s corrosion control
procedures or annual corrosion surveys revealed that their CP
nmonitoring tests do not consider voltage (IR) drop in their
assessnment of cathodic protection. Appendix D, paragraph |
asserts that IR drop be considered when neasuring the adequacy
of CP. PGI nust devel op test procedures that consider, to the
maxi mum practi cabl e extent, voltage drops, other than those
across the structure-electrolyte boundary, to determ ne the true
pol ari zed potential of the pipeline.

As provided in 49 C.F.R 8190.237, this Notice of Amendnent serves as
your notification that this office considers your procedures/plans

i nadequate. Under 49 C F. R 8190.237, you have a right to submt
witten coonments or request an informal hearing. You nmust submt
witten comrents or a request for a hearing within 30 days after
receipt of this Notice. |If you do not wsh to contest this Notice of
Amendnent, you may provide your revised procedures within 30 days of
receipt of this notice. After reviewng the record, the Associate
Adm ni strator for Pipeline Safety will determ ne whether your plans
or procedures are adequate. The criteria used in making this

determ nation are outlined in 49 C.F. R §8190. 237.
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Pl ease refer to CPF No. 57101-Min any correspondence/ conmuni cati on
on this matter.

Si ncerely,

Edward J. Ondak
Di rector

C:.\ OPS\ docs\ noa\ cpf 57101. wpd



