NOTI CE OF AMENDMENT

CERTI FI ED MAIL - RETURN RECEI PT REQUESTED

February 27, 1996

M. Mke Gegerson )

Vi ce President of Division Operations
Nort hern States Power Conpany

100 N. Barstow

Eau Claire, W 54703

Dear M. G egerson:

On May 30-31, 1995, a representative of the Central Region,

Ofice of Pipeline Safety, pursuant to Chapter 601 of 49 United
States Code, conducted a standard inspection and a field drug and
al cohol inspection of Northern States Power Conpany’s (NSP's) LNG
pl ant | ocated at Eau Claire, W sconsin.

CPF No. 36302M

As a result of the inspection, it appears that you have commtted
a probable violation, as noted bel ow, of pipelihe safety
regul ati ons.

1. 8§ 193. 2635 Monitoring corrosion control.

§ 193.2635(a) requires that each buried or subnerged
conponent under cathodic protection nust be tested at

| east once each cal endar year, but with intervals not
exceedi ng 15 nonths, to determ ne whether the cathodic
protection neets the requirenments of § 192.463.

During the inspection it was noted that NSP was
nmonitoring the cathodic protection of its buried

pi peline by using a permanently installed nonitoring
system consi sting of a Slnﬁson digital neter where one
termnal is connected to the underground piping through
a switch and the other termnal of the neter is
connected to the station ground. The neter reads the
difference in potential between the two term nals.
ldeally a reading on the nmeter of 500 nV or greater
assunes that the cathodic protection is neeting the 850
nv criteria. This assunes that the structure-to-soi
potential is at |east 350 nV.

NSP’ s cat hodi c protection procedures referenced the
-850 nV cathodic protection criteria relative to a
copper - copper sul phate half cell. During the

i nspection, NSP was able to produce docunentation
showi ng that NSP had taken pipe-to-soil readings with a
met er and a copper-copper sul phate half cell in
addition to recordi ng weekly readings via the Sinpson



met er .

Fol l owi ng the 1995 i nspection, NSP voluntarily
submtted revised cathodic Brpteptlon pr ocedur es under
8§ 193.2635. However, in submtting the revised
procedures, NSP omtted reference to using a neter and
a copper-copper sul phate half-cell to neasure pipe-to-
soil readings to determne if the -850 nmV was bel ng
met. Instead, NSP revised its procedures to address
using the Sinpson neter nmethod while assum ng that the
structure-to-soil potential is a constant 350 nV. NSP
did not address how the 350 nmV, structure-to-soi
potential is neasured or determ ned.

NSP is required to denonstrate that the actua
structure-to-soil neasurenent is a consistent 350 nV
each tinme a pipe-to-soil reading is recorded.
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