November 18-19, 1999 Public Hearing Federal Department of Transportation, Office of Pipeline Safety

Enhanced Safety and Environmental Protection for Gas Transmission and Hazardous Liquid Pipelines in High Consequence Areas.

Summary of Comments made by David McMillan, Chief, Bureau of Pipeline Safety, New Jersey Board of Public Utilities
Largely due to the incident in Edison, a number of initiatives to enhance pipeline safety in the USA and the State of New Jersey were completed.  It is important that we try to improve on these initiatives where appropriate and cost beneficial.

An example of this is the recent effort by the federal Office of Pipeline Safety and the Texas Eastern Transmission Corporation to address pipeline encroachment problems in New Jersey.  In this effort a cross-section of individuals involved in land use decisions was assembled to address this important issue.  The result of this effort was the development of a list of suggestions to the Office of Pipeline Safety on ways to mitigate the threat of pipeline encroachment.  More importantly, this effort exemplified the benefit of seeking the assistance of stakeholders normally not approached.

Integrity Management Interpretation

· Integrity – Assurances that pipeline system meets all applicable codes and standards

· Integrity is assured and maintained through various quality assurance programs and properly documented and evaluated.

· Operators must have ongoing efforts to improve inspection and maintenance programs and continue to evaluate and incorporate new technologies and procedures.

· Ongoing notifications must be sent to regulators and other stakeholders on Integrity Management efforts and new initiative being considered.

Regulators can be informed through the inspection program, meetings with operators and periodic notices from the operators on their efforts.

New or revised regulations, where appropriate, should always remain an option.

New Jersey Recent Requirements for Assuring Pipeline System Integrity

· High population density areas – 125 p.s.i.g. lines within 300 ft. of residences/buildings for public gathering (Schools, playgrounds or buildings devoted to institutional use, etc.)

· Option for internal inspections of transmission lines/proscribed areas

· Valve assessment and emergency closure

· Specifying the type of instrumentation to be used for required leak surveys

· Monthly patrols of gas transmission pipelines to observe surface conditions for indication of leaks, construction activity, and other factors affecting safety and operation

· On-site inspection oversight immediately prior to and during excavation or backfilling associated with notification from the One Call System operator.

· Installation of yellow subsurface marking for warning tape in the backfill for new installs, repairs or replaced excepted or boring.
