January 12, 1976
Chi ef, Western Region
Chi ef, Technical D vision

Interpretations - Sections 195.416(f), 195.412, 195.404(c)(2), and
195. 418(d)

Speed neno 75- WESM 31 dated Cctober 31, 1975, which was directed to
the Chief, Operations D vision has been forwarded to this division
for action. The various questions which have been presented have
been t horoughly reviewed with each discussed in detail herein.

Section 195.416(f) states that a generally corroded pipe my be
repaired rather than replaced is the area is small. What is a
"smal| area" or, stated nore specifically, what conditions would
dictate the repl acenent of a section of pipe rather than the use of
a half or whole sole?

Interpretation There is no clear cut answer to the question which
as been presented. It appears that the best approach to the
guestion is to discuss the various aspects which are invol ved.

Webster's New Col |l egiate Dictionary defines small in various
ways, but little in an objectively neasurable aspect 1is
applicable for this situation. An operator or eval uator nust
use judgenent and past experience in conjunction with all the
fact which are pertinent to the |ocal situation when deciding
whet her the area is small. Wen a decision of this nature is
made, the integrity of the pipe is of primary inportance.

Wien external corrosion is found, the actual ©pipeline
situation nust include a thorough evaluation of all paraneters
including the <characteristics of the corrosion and the
remai ni ng pi pe strength nust be esti mated.

Battell e Col unbus Laboratories have conducted a considerable
anount of study, experinental and analytical, in an effort to
determne the integrity of corroded pipe. They concl uded that
the remaining strength of corroded |ine pipe can be predicted
with confidence if the extent in the |ongitudinal direction

depth of corrosion, and the area of corrosion are known. The
met hod devel oped by Battelle is an acceptable nethod for
determning the integrity of corroded pipe. A copy of the
Battelle report is attached.

Local conditions and particularly |local economcs will dictate
whet her a section of pipe is replaced or repairs in place are
made using either half or whole sole. There is no rule which
applies to all conditions.
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Section 195.412 requires a right-of-way inspection at intervals not
exceeding 2 weeks and Section 195.404(c)(2) requires a record of
t hat inspection. Does an invoice from an aerial patrol service
nmeet these requirenents?

Interpretation: An invoice froman aerial patrol service mght or
m ght not neet the requirenents of the regul ations--whether or not
an invoice neets the requirenents of the regul ati ons depends solely
upon what mght or mght not be witten on the face or the invoice
or an attachnent to the invoice.

An invoice which indicates a charge for services rendered does
not neet the requirenments of the regulations; whereas, an
invoice which indicates a charge for aerial patrol services
with pipeline identification and tine or date of said aerial
patrol services neets the requirenents of the regul ations.

Regul ations witten in performance |anguage are sonetines
difficult to enforce as they are not definitive as to what is
required to mneet or satisfy the requirenents of the
regul ati ons. From a practical point of view, an evaluator
must exercise judgenent--is the invoice such that if he, the
evaluator, were the carrier's authorized representative it
woul d neet your requirenents for approval for a paynent--
remenber a good manager has subordi nates who are responsible
for the details, he will not always be in a situation where he
personal | y knows.

Does a dated coupon with a label indicating |ocation neet the
requi renments for the maintenance of a record of the inspection of
the internal surface of a pipeline for rust as discussed in Section
195. 418(d) ?

I nterpretation: No, a dated coupon with a label indicating
[ocation Wil not neet the requirenents of Section 195.418(d). As
a matter of fact, Section 195.418(d) is very definite in that it
states "Wenever any pipe is renoved from the pipeline for any
reason, the carrier nust inspect the internal surface for evidence
of corrosion.” The installation and nonitoring of coupons is
defined in Sections 195.418(b) and (c). Section 195.404(c)
requires that a record of any inspection or repairs perforned in
accordance with Section 195.418(d) nust be maintai ned such that the
requi rements of Section 195.404 are satisfied.

Frank E. Fulton, MIP-10
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SPEED MEMO

DATE: 10/31/75

FROM O fice of Pipeline Safety Operations
Chi ef, Qperations Division
400 - 7th Street S.W
Washi ngton, D.C. 20590

| NI TI AL MESSACE

A formal interpretation of the follow ng questions/situations is
hereby solicited by the Wstern Regional Ofice on behalf of the
several operators/carriers to whom these conditions apply; and,
whose conpliance or non conpliance with pertinent sections of
regul ations is dependent on said interpretation.

1. 195.416(f) states that a generally corroded pipe nmay be
repaired rather than replaced if the area is small. What is a
"smal| area" or, states nore specifically, what conditions would
dictate the repl acenent of a section of pipe rather than the use of
a half or whole sole?

2. 195.412 requires a ROW inspection at intewals not
exceeding 2 weeks and 195.404(c)(2) requires a record of that
i nspecti on. Does an invoice from an aerial patrol service neet

t hese requirenents?

3. Does a dated coupon with a label indicating |ocation
meet the requirenents for the maintenance of a record of the
i nspection of the internal surface of a pipeline for rust as
di scussed in 195.418(d)?

TGO Ofice of Pipeline Safety Operations
Western Regional Ofice
831 Mtten Road
Burlinganme, California 94010
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