Chi ef, Sout hwest Regi on

Acting Director, Ofice of
Pi pel i ne Saf ety Qperations

Interpretations of Section 195. 304,
Testing of Conponents, and 195. 308,
Testing of Tie-ins

This refers to your office nmenorandum request for an interpretation
of Section 195.308 as it relates to Section 195.304. You ask
whet her Section 195.308 requires that pipe at tie-ins be
hydrostatically tested if a <carrier has a manufacturer's
certification for the pipe in accordance with Section 195. 304.

As a general requirenment under Section 195.302, each pipeline
system or part thereof which is installed, relocated, or replaced
must be hydrostatically tested by the carrier. The purpose of
Section 195.308 is to provide that in hydrostatically testing pipe
associated with tie-ins in a pipeline system the test may be nade
either with the section to be tied in or separately.

The exception from the general requirenent under Section 195. 304,
where the manufacturer of a conponent nmakes a certification
regarding hydrostatic testing at the factory, does not apply to

pi pe.

While Section 195.2 includes the term "pipe" within the definition
of the term "conponent," the two terns are used distinctly in
Section 195.304 to provide that only conponents other than pipe
need not be hydrostatically tested.

Under this interpretation, a hydrostatic test perfornmed on pipe at
the factory would not neet the requirenents of Section 195.302 and
195.308 that pipe at tie-ins be hydrostatically tested by the
carrier for at least 24 hours either with the section to be tied in
or separately.

Cesar DelLeon, MIP-1
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